
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* This diagram represents a “normal” course of events in buying real estate.  There may be changes depending on the circumstances 

Guide to Buying Real Estate* 

 

Pay Stamp Duty or prepare and lodge 

exemption from duty forms 

Finance documents to be 
prepared and signed 

Pre-settlement 
arrangements 

Arrange connection or 
transfer of services e.g. gas, 

water, electricity 

Arrange payment of 
balance of purchase 

Arrange insurance 

Final inspection of property 

Find property and 
agree on price 

Pay holding deposit 

Exchange contracts with a 5 or 

10 day “cooling off” period 

Conduct various inspections 

and obtain finance approval 

Either 

Exchange contracts 

(no “cooling off” period) 

Conduct various inspections 

and obtain finance approval 

SETTLEMENT 

Conduct all necessary 

searches of government 

departments 


